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BRINSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 4th February 2015 in the Parish 
Hall, Cordy Lane, Brinsley. 
 
PRESENT:  Cllrs: J Booth, V Syson, V Wakeling, D Woodhead 
 
Also present: Mrs J Holmes (Admin Assistant), Cllr. J Handley, PCSO P Keeley,  

Mr B Briggs, 0 members of the public. 
 
2773. CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR 
 

Cllr. Syson asked Mr Briggs if he was aware of the Selston Neighbourhood Plan, and 
the strong objections from Brinsley regarding the Selston Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
Cllr. Woodhead also raised concerns regarding conflict with Mr Briggs being a 
member of the Selston Parish Council. Cllr. Woodhead advised him, he would have 
to declare an interest if the matter came up at Council meetings. 

 
Cllr. Handley asked if he could ask Mr Briggs 2 questions, Cllr. Woodhead also had  
2 questions (they turned out to be the same) regarding him joining Brinsley Parish 
Council. 

 
1. Why does he want to join BPC when he does not live in Brinsley? 

 
Mr Briggs went on to explain his reasons for joining; he also mentioned he had 
been an active member of the Liberal Party. Cllr. Syson explained that BPC did 
not take a political stance. Mr Briggs felt he would like to gain more experience by 
joining now. 
 

2. Why does he want to go through the process now then have to go through it 
again in May after the BPC elections? 
 
Mr Briggs again explained his reasons. Cllr. Woodhead posed the question if he 
would stand for election in May? Mr Briggs said yes he would be putting himself 
up for election. 
 

Cllr. Wakeling asked if anyone had got any more questions for Mr Briggs. As there 
were no further questions Council resolved Mr Briggs be co-opted on to the Council, 
Cllr. Briggs was asked to join the meeting. 

  
2774. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE     
 

Apologies were received and approved from Cllr Barson – on holiday. Cllr Topliss – 
was not available. Cllr White – family commitments. 

 
2775. DECLARATIONS/DISPENSATIONS OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 
 
 Cllr. Wakeling declared an interest in agenda items 17. To consider proposals from 
 bowls working party. & 18. To discuss opening times of bowling facility and review 
 the rules and regulations. 
 Cllr. Syson declared an interest in agenda item 9. To hear verbal report of Planning 
 Committee meeting held earlier and approve the recommendations 
 
2776. ATTENDANCE OF POLICE OFFICER 
 

PCSO Keeley reported crime in Brinsley is down slightly on the same period for last 
year. 
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There was a drugs raid to a property on Broad Lane, in which cannabis was being 
grown, it has now been destroyed and there are ongoing enquires;  there has been 
no arrests at this time. 
It had been reported that 4 to 6 young people had been shouting and causing a 
nuisance outside the Parish Hall. He requested when the Clerk is back if they can go 
through the CCT footage to see if any of the offenders can be identified. 
 
There have also been a number of car break-ins at football meetings. PCSO Keeley 
asked if we could inform the football attendant to make him aware, also if he could 
inform the football players. 
 
PCSO Keeley said Eastwood Police Station were looking for volunteers to help with 
admin support. 

  
2777. FOOTPATH WARDEN REPORT 

 
Nothing to report except that dates for programme of walks has been submitted for 
publishing to Broxtowe and Notts County which will no doubt appear in the very 
foreseeable future. 
 
Notts County Council will not replace the missing barrier on footpath 3 for the time 
being and see if the removal causes problems. Their reason being that the cost to 
replace would be unwarranted. 

 
2778. NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
  

Neighbourhood Watch Report of meeting held 28th January 
 
 There were 7 members of the public plus myself and PCSO Keeley at the meeting. 
 

PCSO Keeley gave the figures for the period 04/11/13 – 28/01/15 compared to the 
same period last year. Although there was an increase overall from 13 offences to 15 
for this last period most were domestic offences. 

  
Drug offences were up from 1 to 3. Again PCSO Keeley was able to report that crime 
was low again compared to other areas in the borough. This didn’t mean that 
Brinsley should be complacent; it is vital that the community be constantly aware and 
report any suspicious activities to the Police. 

 
There was a meeting held at Eastwood Police Station on the 29th to decide on the 3 
priorities for the next 3 months. 

 
Speeding, Parking and Drugs still of concern of members at the meeting. 

 
More volunteers required to help man the Community Speed Watch group. 

 
So far 8238 vehicles had been monitored on 22 occasions, 241 warning letters sent 
out with the highest recorded speed of 59mph. 
 

2779. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

Council resolved to suspend Standing Order 67(a) to hear matters raised by 
members of the public. 
 
There were no members of the public present Council reverted to Standing Orders. 
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2780. MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH JANUARY 

2015 
 
 Item 2767 Correspondence - Cllr. Woodhead suggested the comment from Cllr. 

Barson regarding the reinstating of newspaper deliveries be moved down 2 bullet 
points to be included in the ‘Email from resident re newspaper deliveries.’ 

 
Council resolved that with the alteration the minutes of the meeting held on 
Wednesday 7th January 2015 be signed as a true record. 

 
Matters arising (for information only): 
 
Item 2765 – Cllr. Woodhead asked if he would require a set of keys, Cllr. Wakeling 
informed Council they would be interviewing a weekend caretaker so the situation 
may not arise. It was asked that the key situation be looked at properly with the 
Clerk. This to be an agenda item for the May meeting. 

 
2781. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 
 EARLIER 
 

Cllr Booth informed the Council the meeting did not take place, and that the signing 
of the minutes be carried forward to the March meeting. 
 
There were only 2 items on the agenda. 
1. Extend existing dropped kerb at 44 Broad Lane. No objections have been raised. 
2. Erection of a cattery on Broad Lane, this was refused. 

 
Cllr. Handley said he had had a telephone call from the lady wishing to erect the 
cattery she is not happy it has been refused, and said she did not know when she 
brought the property three years ago it was within the greenbelt and the boundaries 
had been changed. Cllr. Handley informed her it has always been greenbelt. Cllr. 
Booth agreed. Cllr Handley has spoken to Broxtowe Planning Dept. they have said it 
would be an inappropriate building this is why it has been turned down. She is 
planning to appeal. 

 
2782. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

Council resolved to authorise accounts for payment for February £4417.56                   
a list of payments, to include additional items, is attached to these minutes.   

 
Council resolved to approve the accounts for payment for February. 

 
2783. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES 

COMMITTEE 
 
 Cllr Syson – said she had questions regarding 3 items on the Summary of Receipts 

and Payments.  
Code 39 - Maintenance/Other there was an underspend of £4,098.01 was Council 
expecting to spend any more on this item, Cllr Booth said the only thing is to 
purchase an extractor fan for the portakabin, this would be a cost of £250. 
Code 42 - Projects there is an underspend of £5,720.00. Cllr Woodhead said this has 
been the case for a number of years. He said there is a budget of £10,000 for next 
year which has already been earmarked for the war memorial. She also raised 
concerns that the war memorial and village signs project has already been started in 
this financial year but does understand this has already been budgeted for.  
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Code 54 - Public events there is also an under spend of £1,079.46. Cllr Syson is 
concerned that once again £10,000 is going to be put into reserves, she has a 
problem when it comes to the setting the precept and the projects budget is upped to 
£15,000, it has already been agreed with Red Kite that the war memorial is £10,000 
and the village signs are £10,000. The average size of the match funding is 10% if 
Nat Healy says otherwise that’s fair enough, but 10% of £20.000 is only £2,000. Cllr 
Wakeling said there had not been another meeting with Red Kite recently. Cllr Syson 
asked if it was fair to residents to have to put more money in when there is a healthy 
reserve.  
 
Cllr Woodhead explained the situation with the reserve and the precept, that £13,000 
had been taken from reserves in order to support the project budget. Cllr Syson 
thanked Cllr Woodhead for this explanation and expressed concern that this was not 
clearly shown on the Budget sheet. Cllr Syson proposed that the Budget document 
be replaced and reissued with the additional information provided by Cllr Woodhead 
for clarification. 
 
Further discussions then took place regarding the war memorial and Red Kite 
regarding funding. Cllr Wakeling said Red Kite were supposed to be having another 
meeting in February, she felt they should be chased up regarding this. 

 
2784. REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

1. Broxtowe Borough Councillor – Cllr Booth reported that there is to be a 
consultation regarding changes to the greenbelt boundaries. He will have more 
information after the consultations come out next week. Discussions took place 
regarding the Neighbourhood Plan and the impact of the Greenbelt consultation.  
 

2. Notts County Councillor – Cllr Handley can now confirm that the Crime prevention 
budget is going to be increased by 1.98% which he voted against as the 
government had given them a grant of 1% which took the precept up the 
difference being £250,000, Cllr Handley could not understand why they could not 
dip into their reserves to prevent the increase, also the Fire and Rescue budget is 
going up by 1.98% the Police is going up by 1.98%, the County Council budget 
has not been decided yet but they are consulting on a 1.98% increase. At the 
moment he does not know where Broxtowe are with a decision. The County 
Council budget is on the 25th February, they are to consult on a 1.98% increase, 
Cllr Handley said they had asked them to consult on a 0% increase. There will be 
an increase of 1.98% he doesn’t think it will go up anymore. 

 
3. Other Matters for report 

 Cllr Syson gave an update on the LAG meeting with the Police last week, she 
reported that only herself, June from Greasley and a gentleman from Brinsley 
who is believed to be connected with the neighbourhood watch were in 
attendance. Cllr Syson asked how Brinsley is going to be represented; she 
proposed a member of the Council be appointed to attend these meetings in 
the future.  
 

 Cllr Syson – could a police presence be made more available and visible in 
the village as PC Sanghera is covering domestic violence, and is not always 
available to the village. 
 

 Cllr Handley reported a reduction in Police numbers; Martin Barsby is not 
involved with the beat team at the moment, Officers are being used in other 
areas. He suggested BPC write to the Police Inspector 
 

 Cllr Syson suggested a letter be sent from the Chair to Inspector Regan, 
raising concerns of lack of Police presence in the Village, plus over the last 
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quarter there has been a significant percentage increase in crime. Cllr 
Wakeling to speak to the Clerk regarding the letter to Inspector Regan. 
 

 Cllr Syson – Survey forms 2011 637 were filled in 207 from Brinsley, from 27th 
October to 9th December there was nothing from Brinsley the forms are not 
being filled in again therefore there is no proof of problems; this is why she 
feels that someone should attend the meetings. 
 

 Cllr Wakeling attended the Holocaust Service which she reported was so 
good she really enjoyed it. The children were absolutely amazing and they all 
laid white roses plus they let off a white dove, plus two young girls played 
guitars and sang Imagine. 

 
2785. CLERK’S REPORT AND ITEMS FOR REPAIR AND RENEWAL 
 
Parish Hall 

 CCTV survey on toilets -    The Clerk had spoken with STW on this matter and they 
would come and do a survey on the drains, but advised to wait until a further problem 
occurred.  They would send someone out to clear the blockage (free of charge) and 
investigate why problems keep occurring. Unfortunately until there is another 
problem they will not attend to have a general look. Would council prefer to continue 
with a camera survey or wait and have STW investigate? Council resolved to go with 
the free of charge survey. 

 
Play area 

 Gym equipment signage – Quotations discussed at recent Finance meeting and 
recommendations to be considered under agenda item. Council agreed to have the 
Large Board.                  

 
Bowls pavilion 

 New light fitting in ladies toilet and new light switch to gents toilet have been fitted. 
The outside sensor light is not working so investigations are being made to either 
repair or replace this. Staff have also suggested additional lighting to the area, 
particularly if the pavilion were to be used during the winter months. The outside light 
has now been repaired and is on a 5 minute sensor. 

 
Portakabin 

 BBC Building Regulations Inspector had now made a site visit and confirmed that the 
drainage to the newly installed toilet is adequate but an extractor fan, ducted to the 
outside is required to come on when the light is turned on. The cost for the extractor 
fan is £250.  Council resolved to go ahead. 

 
2. Other matters for report 
 
CCTV for play area 
This has been arranged for installation on Wednesday 11th February. 
 
Interview for the Caretaker 
This is to take place on 11th February 2015. 
 
Responses to previous reports 
 
Minute 2067/02/12: Stained glass window location – Ongoing. 
Minute 2632/06/14: Query on Wi-Fi for public – Recommendations of the Finance 

Committee have been made under agenda item 
Minute 2660/08/14: FP5 – BBC legal dept have been asked for comments on the 

statement made by NCC. No response received to date 
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2786. FOOTPATH AND HIGHWAY MATTERS  
 

 Barrier on footpath 3 – NCC have made a site visit and their opinion is that the 
existing barrier takes up more than half of the width of the path, which will slow down 
bikes etc, and given that the path is unobstructed do not think it is worth NCC funding 
another barrier. They suggest that this is monitored over the coming months to see if 
any problems occur, report back to them and they will then look to replace it at that 
time. Cllr Barson has agreed to monitor the situation and report back to Council 
accordingly. 

 
2787. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 BBC Charity Ball – Saturday 28th March, venue The Nottingham Belfry Hotel, 
commencing 7.00 for 7.30pm. Tickets priced at £32.00 available from the Civic 
Office. 

 Email concerning dog fouling on the recreation ground – (circulated  to all Cllrs) 
 
2788. PRECEPT REQUEST 
 

Council resolved the precept request be £63,176, this was signed by the Chairman 
and 2 Councillors. 

 
2789. PROPOSALS FROM BOWLS WORKING PARTY 
 
 Cllr Booth suggested that proposals made by the working party and presented to 
 Council at the last meeting be taken on board. He asked if any one has any 
 comments to make and suggested the bowling green be carried on for another year  
 to see  how it goes.  
  
 Cllr Syson asked what price are we going to charge, she felt the £50 which it had 
 been upped to was a bargain. Cllr Booth said the proposals weren’t from the last 
 working group. Cllr Syson said they were not agreed as they were going up and 
 down, she is disappointed with the work of the working group that they did not come 
 forward with evidence and feels that more evidence is needed. The Chairman of the 
 Brinsley Bowls Club attended one of the Council meetings and said that Eastwood is 
 more friendly and a better green. 
  
 Cllr Woodhead said that the situation we were at before meant that the price being 
 charged for the use of the green people were using it, once the price went up the 
 green was not being  used. It was suggested that the price be put back to what it 
 was to give Council time to try and sort prices out to get the green back in use, and 
 keep the bowling facility still in the village. Cllr Syson said that concessions should 
 only be given to Brinsley residents. It was agreed that Brinsley Residents over 55 be 
 given a concession to play at £30 and outside residents at £47. 
  
 Hopefully get the Brinsley Bowls group back; unfortunately it is too late for this 
 year. Cllr Syson said that at this time Broxtowe had not set their prices or signed 
 anyone up yet. She said that the Brinsley Bowls Club moved before BPC had set 
 the season ticket price. Cllr Syson said last year posters were put round the 
 village to advertise the Bowling Green and try to get villagers to use it, this has not 
 worked. It was agreed to continue with the working party to take this forward. Cllr 
 Booth to contact U3A when he has spoken to the Clerk to see if she has any 
 information from them before he does. 
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2790. OPENING TIMES/RULES AND REGULATIONS OF BOWLS FACILITY 
 
 Cllr Booth asked if everyone was happy with the times of the facility. Nobody as yet 
 has any issues with it being used for Bingo on a Friday night, Cllr Handley said as it 
 is on a trial basis and is being subsidised for 6 weeks by BBC, we will have to see 
 how it goes.  
  
 Cllr Syson said there is a massive amount of evidence showing that it is not used 
 after 4.30pm. When the facility was closed on a Monday there were letters of 
 complaints asking if it could be open Monday and closed Saturday. This again will 
 put up the cost. Discussions took place about the amount of days the bowls 
 attendant can work and the amount of days has to have off. It was suggested the 
  
 Clerk as line manager look into this. This item be put on the March agenda. 
 
2791. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE 
 
 To be put onto next month’s agenda. Clerk to get itemised quotes for next year. 
 
2792. UPDATE ON PYTHIAN CLUB MEETING 
 
 Cllr Wakeling informed Council it would cost £9,000  to set this up. The Pythian Club 
 would be willing to set it up, it was resolved to trial the club for 3 months and 
 £1,000 be taken from the Youth of Brinsley fund to cover the holiday period. 
 
2793. REQUEST FOR USE OF RECREATION GROUND/PAVILION TOILETS 
 
 A request has been made to BPC for the use of the Recreation Ground and Bowls 
 Pavilion toilets during a Help for Heroes charity event. Council resolved to accept 
 request but no charge must be made to the public for the use of the toilets. 
 
2794.  BAR LICENCES 
 
 There were no requests for bar licences. 

  
 
 

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Chairman  …………………………………………  Date………………………………..  


